
APEDA Certificate Fees: What Exporters 
Should Know 
 

Businesses involved in exporting scheduled agricultural and processed food products from India 
may need to obtain registration with the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export 
Development Authority (APEDA). APEDA registration helps eligible exporters comply with 
applicable export requirements and supports access to various export-related services and 
opportunities. 

 

One of the common questions asked by new exporters is about APEDA certificate fees. The 
total cost of obtaining APEDA registration depends on the applicable government fee and any 
additional professional or documentation expenses involved in completing the process. 

It is important to understand that an APEDA certificate is different from an Import Export Code 
(IEC), GST registration, or other product-specific approvals. Depending on the nature of the 
business, exporters may need several registrations before beginning international trade. 

What Is an APEDA Certificate? 
APEDA registration is an important compliance requirement for eligible exporters dealing with 
products covered under the APEDA Act and applicable scheduled products. 

https://www.agileregulatory.com/blogs/apeda-registration-complete-guide-for-exporters-in-india-2026


APEDA works under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and supports the development and 
promotion of exports of agricultural and processed food products. 

Eligible exporters may register with APEDA and obtain the applicable registration certificate, 
commonly referred to as an RCMC or APEDA registration certificate. 

The registration provides a formal connection between the exporter and APEDA and can 
support participation in applicable export promotion activities. 

What Are APEDA Certificate Fees? 
APEDA certificate fees refer primarily to the government charges applicable for APEDA 
registration or the relevant certificate. The applicable amount should always be checked against 
the latest official APEDA fee structure because government charges and procedures can 
change. 

Apart from the official fee, an applicant may also incur other expenses depending on their 
circumstances, such as: 

●​ Documentation charges 
●​ Professional consultancy fees 
●​ Certification expenses 
●​ Testing charges, where applicable 
●​ Product-specific compliance costs 
●​ Other regulatory expenses 

Therefore, exporters should distinguish between the official APEDA fee and the overall cost of 
completing their export compliance requirements. 

Who Needs APEDA Registration? 
Businesses exporting agricultural and processed food products covered under APEDA's 
jurisdiction may need the applicable registration. 

Eligible applicants can include: 

●​ Merchant exporters 
●​ Manufacturer-exporters 
●​ Processors 
●​ Agricultural product exporters 
●​ Food processing businesses 
●​ Farmer producer organizations 
●​ Other eligible exporters 



The exact applicability depends on the product category and business activity. 

APEDA License and APEDA Registration 
The term APEDA license is commonly used by businesses when referring to APEDA 
registration or export-related approval. Technically, exporters should identify the specific 
registration or certificate applicable to their products rather than assuming that every exporter 
requires the same type of license. 

An APEDA registration may be relevant for exporters dealing in scheduled agricultural and 
processed food products. Other products may fall under different export promotion councils or 
regulatory authorities. 

Is an APEDA Export License Required? 
Businesses sometimes search for an APEDA export license when they are planning to export 
agricultural products from India. APEDA registration may be required for eligible products 
covered under APEDA's regulatory and promotional framework. 

However, APEDA registration is only one part of export compliance. Exporters generally also 
need an Import Export Code and may require additional product-specific approvals depending 
on the commodity, processing activity, packaging, destination country, and applicable 
regulations. 

Before applying, exporters should identify the exact requirements for their products. 

Eligibility for APEDA Registration 
Applicants should generally satisfy the applicable requirements before submitting their 
registration application. 

Valid Business Entity 

The applicant should have an eligible business structure, such as a proprietorship, partnership, 
LLP, company, cooperative, or another permitted entity. 

Valid IEC 

An Import Export Code issued by DGFT is an important requirement for businesses 
undertaking exports from India. 

Eligible Products 
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The business should deal in products falling within the applicable APEDA scheduled product 
categories. 

Updated Business Information 

PAN, GST, address, bank, and authorized signatory details should be accurate and updated. 

Documents Required for APEDA Registration 
The exact documentation may vary according to the applicant and business structure.  

Common documents can include: 

●​ PAN card 
●​ Import Export Code 
●​ GST registration certificate 
●​ Business registration documents 
●​ Certificate of incorporation, where applicable 
●​ Partnership deed or LLP agreement, where applicable 
●​ Bank account details 
●​ Address proof 
●​ Details of authorized signatory 
●​ Product information 
●​ Other documents required by APEDA 

Applicants should ensure that the information provided in the application matches their existing 
government records. 

APEDA Farm Registration 
Businesses involved in agricultural exports may also come across the term APEDA farm 
registration. Farm-related registration, traceability, certification, or documentation requirements 
can apply depending on the agricultural commodity and export destination. 

Farmers, exporters, aggregators, and other stakeholders should determine whether their 
particular product requires farm-level registration or traceability under the applicable export 
program. 

APEDA farm-related requirements can be different from standard exporter registration. 
Therefore, businesses should not assume that an exporter registration automatically satisfies 
every farm-level or product-specific requirement. 

How to Apply for APEDA Registration Online? 

https://www.agileregulatory.com/service/apeda-registration
https://www.agileregulatory.com/service/apeda-registration


The application process can generally be completed through the applicable APEDA online 
system. 

Step 1: Obtain IEC 

Ensure that the business has a valid Import Export Code before beginning the APEDA 
registration process. 

Step 2: Check Product Eligibility 

Confirm that the products intended for export fall under the applicable APEDA category. 

Step 3: Prepare Documents 

Keep PAN, IEC, GST, bank details, business documents, and other supporting information 
ready. 

Step 4: Register on the APEDA Portal 

Create an account or access the applicable registration service through the APEDA online 
platform. 

Step 5: Complete the Application 

Enter accurate details about the exporter, business, products, address, and authorized 
representative. 

Step 6: Upload Documents 

Submit the required documents in the prescribed format. 

Step 7: Pay the Applicable Fee 

Pay the prescribed APEDA registration fee through the available online payment facility. 

Step 8: Submit the Application 

Review all details carefully before submitting the application and save the acknowledgement or 
reference number. 

Step 9: Verification 

The application and supporting documents may be reviewed by the concerned authority. 
Additional clarification may be requested where required. 



Step 10: Receive the Certificate 

After successful processing, the applicable APEDA registration certificate or RCMC 
Registration can be issued according to the relevant procedure. 

Factors That Can Increase the Overall Cost 
Although the government registration fee may be straightforward, the overall cost of export 
compliance can vary. 

Additional expenses may arise from: 

●​ Product testing 
●​ Laboratory reports 
●​ Packaging compliance 
●​ Certification requirements 
●​ Inspection 
●​ Traceability requirements 
●​ Documentation 
●​ Professional consultancy 
●​ Destination-country requirements 

Exporters should calculate their complete compliance budget rather than considering only the 
registration fee. 

Benefits of APEDA Registration 

Regulatory Compliance 

Registration helps eligible exporters meet applicable APEDA requirements. 

Export Promotion 

APEDA supports the development and promotion of agricultural and processed food exports. 

Business Credibility 

A valid registration can strengthen the credibility of exporters when dealing with international 
buyers. 

Market Opportunities 

Proper compliance can help businesses prepare for expansion into international markets. 

https://www.agileregulatory.com/service/rcmc-registration
https://www.agileregulatory.com/service/rcmc-registration


Organized Export Documentation 

Maintaining updated registrations and documents helps exporters manage their international 
trade activities more efficiently. 

Common Mistakes to Avoid 
Applicants should avoid common errors such as: 

●​ Entering an incorrect IEC 
●​ Providing inconsistent business details 
●​ Uploading incomplete documents 
●​ Selecting incorrect product information 
●​ Using outdated records 
●​ Missing applicable product-specific requirements 
●​ Incorrect fee payment 
●​ Ignoring regulatory queries 

Careful preparation can help reduce unnecessary delays. 

Why Choose Agile Regulatory? 
Agile Regulatory provides professional assistance for businesses seeking APEDA registration 
and related export compliance services in India. 

Our team can assist with eligibility assessment, document preparation, application filing, online 
submission, regulatory coordination, and follow-up. 

Whether you are an agricultural exporter, processed food business, merchant exporter, 
manufacturer-exporter, or another eligible business, Agile Regulatory can help you understand 
the applicable APEDA requirements and organize your registration process. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What are APEDA certificate fees? 

APEDA certificate fees refer to the applicable government charges for APEDA registration or 
the relevant certificate. Applicants should verify the latest official fee before applying. 

2. Is APEDA registration mandatory for every exporter? 

No. APEDA registration applies to eligible businesses dealing in products covered under 
APEDA's applicable scheduled product categories. 

https://www.agileregulatory.com/


3. Is an APEDA license the same as APEDA registration? 

The term APEDA license is commonly used in general searches, but exporters should identify 
the specific registration or certificate applicable to their business and products. 

4. Is an APEDA export license required? 

Eligible exporters of APEDA-covered products may need APEDA registration. They may also 
need an IEC and other product-specific approvals. 

5. What documents are required for APEDA registration? 

Common documents include PAN, IEC, GST details, business registration documents, bank 
details, address proof, and product-related information. 

6. What is APEDA farm registration? 

APEDA farm registration refers to applicable farm-level registration, traceability, or related 
requirements for certain agricultural export programs and commodities. 

7. Can APEDA registration be completed online? 

Yes, eligible applicants can use the applicable APEDA online registration system to submit their 
application. 

8. Can Agile Regulatory help with APEDA registration? 

Yes. Agile Regulatory can assist with documentation, application preparation, online 
submission, and regulatory follow-up for APEDA registration. 

Conclusion 
Understanding APEDA certificate fees is an important step for businesses planning to export 
agricultural and processed food products from India. The registration cost should be considered 
alongside other potential expenses such as testing, certification, documentation, and 
product-specific compliance. 

Businesses should first determine whether their products fall under APEDA's applicable 
categories and then verify the latest registration requirements and government fee structure. 
Exporters should also understand that APEDA registration, IEC, product certifications, and 
farm-level requirements can serve different regulatory purposes. 



With professional assistance from Agile Regulatory, exporters can organize their documents, 
understand applicable requirements, and manage the APEDA registration process in a 
structured manner. 
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