
 

What It Means to Work With an 
Accredited Art Restorer 
 
Choosing someone to treat a valuable painting is not a decision most collectors make often, and 
the language surrounding the profession can make it harder than it needs to be. Anyone may 
describe themselves as a restorer. Accreditation is what turns that description into a verified 
professional standard, assessed independently rather than self-declared. 
 
Working with an accredited art restorer means the person handling your painting has had their 
training, practice and ethical judgement examined by a recognised professional body. In the UK, 
that assessment is administered by the Institute of Conservation, and the process is deliberately 
demanding. Candidates submit detailed case studies, evidence of continuing professional 
development, and full documentation of their treatment decisions for peer review. 

What an Accredited Art Restorer Is 
Assessed On 
The assessment examines judgement as closely as technique. A conservator must be able to 
explain why a particular treatment was chosen, which alternatives were considered and 
rejected, and how each stage was recorded. That emphasis reflects the reality of the work: the 
most consequential decisions in conservation are often decisions not to intervene. An 
accredited art restorer is trained to recognise when a crack is stable, when discoloured varnish 
is doing no harm, and when removing an old repair would risk more than it resolves. 
 
Accreditation also carries obligations that continue long after it is granted. Practitioners are 
required to work within a professional code of conduct, to maintain appropriate insurance, and 
to keep their knowledge current as conservation science develops. Materials once considered 
sound have since been shown to age badly, and a fine art restorer in London will be following 
that research rather than working from habit. 

https://www.simongillespie.com/simon-gillespie


Questions Worth Asking 
Before committing a painting to treatment, ask what accreditation the studio holds and who will 
carry out the work. Ask to see a condition report and a written treatment proposal. A fine art 
restorer in London should be willing to explain what they intend to do, what they will leave 
untouched, and why. Reversibility should be a stated principle rather than an afterthought, and 
the studio should say so plainly. 
 
None of this guarantees a perfect outcome, since every painting presents its own problems. 
What it does provide is accountability. When treatment is carried out by an accredited art 
restorer, there is a documented rationale behind every decision and a professional standard 
against which that work can be measured, which matters a great deal for an object that cannot 
be replaced. 
 
Read more: 
https://guestcountry.com/@simongillespie/what-it-means-to-work-with-an-accredited-art-restorer 
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