
How to Clean a Leather Jacket and Keep It 

Looking New 

 

A leather jacket is more than just a piece of clothing – it's an investment. Whether you own a classic 

biker jacket, a stylish bomber, or a modern leather coat, proper care is essential to maintain its 

appearance, comfort and durability. Unlike regular fabrics, leather requires special attention to 

prevent cracking, fading and permanent damage. For delicate or heavily soiled items, a professional 

jacket cleaning service can help clean and care for your leather jacket safely while preserving its 

quality. 

In this guide, you'll learn how to clean a leather jacket safely, remove stains effectively and keep it in 

excellent condition for years to come. 

Why Proper Leather Jacket Cleaning Matters: 

Leather is a natural material that can absorb dirt, oils, moisture and odours over time. Using the 

wrong cleaning products or techniques can strip away its natural oils, causing it to dry out and crack. 

Regular maintenance helps to: 

●​ Preserve the leather's natural texture and shine 
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●​ Extend the lifespan of the jacket 

●​ Prevent stains from becoming permanent 

●​ Reduce unpleasant odours 

●​ Maintain the garment's value and appearance 

Understanding Your Leather Type Before Cleaning: 

Before cleaning any leather jacket, check the manufacturer's care label. 

Common Types of Leather Jackets: 

●​ Full-Grain Leather: This is the highest-quality leather and requires gentle cleaning to 

preserve its natural finish. 

●​ Top-Grain Leather: Slightly processed but still durable and relatively easy to maintain. 

●​ Suede Leather: Made from the underside of animal hide, suede requires specialised cleaning 

methods and should never be saturated with water. 

●​ Nubuck Leather: Similar to suede but more delicate and prone to staining. 

Understanding the leather type helps you choose the safest cleaning method. 

Also Read: How to Take Care of Your Fur Jacket? 

How to Clean a Leather Jacket at Home: 

For general leather jacket cleaning, follow these simple steps. 

Gather Your Cleaning Supplies: 

You will need: 

●​ A soft microfibre cloth 

●​ Mild soap or leather cleaner 

●​ Lukewarm water 

●​ A dry towel 

●​ Leather conditioner 

Step 1 - Remove Surface Dust and Dirt: 

Use a dry microfiber cloth to gently wipe the entire jacket. Pay special attention to cuffs, collars and 

pockets where dirt tends to accumulate. 

Step 2 - Prepare a Gentle Cleaning Solution: 

Mix a small amount of mild soap with lukewarm water. Avoid harsh detergents, bleach, 

ammonia-based products, or household cleaners, as these can damage the leather. 
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Step 3 - Wipe the Leather Carefully: 

Dip the cloth into the solution and wring it out thoroughly. The cloth should be damp, not wet. 

Gently wipe the jacket using circular motions. Avoid soaking the leather, as excessive moisture can 

cause warping or discolouration. 

Step 4 - Remove Soap Residue: 

Using a clean damp cloth, wipe away any remaining soap residue from the surface. 

Step 5 - Dry Naturally: 

Pat the jacket with a clean towel and allow it to air dry naturally at room temperature. 

Never place a leather jacket near radiators, heaters, tumble dryers, or direct sunlight, as rapid drying 

can lead to cracking. 

Also Read: Things You Should Know About Dry Cleaning 

How to Remove Common Stains from a Leather Jacket: 

Different stains require different treatment methods. 

Oil and Grease Stains: 

What to Do: 

Sprinkle cornflour or talcum powder onto the stain and leave it overnight. The powder helps absorb 

excess oil from the leather. 

The next day, gently brush away the residue using a soft cloth. 

Ink Stains: 

Act Quickly: 

Ink can penetrate leather quickly. Dab the stain gently with a cotton bud lightly moistened with 

rubbing alcohol. Avoid scrubbing, as this may spread the stain further. 

Water Marks: 

Prevent Permanent Spots: 

If water spots appear, lightly dampen the surrounding area and allow the leather to dry evenly. This 

helps prevent visible water rings from forming. 
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Conditioning Your Leather Jacket: 

Cleaning alone is not enough. Leather naturally loses moisture over time, which can make it stiff and 

brittle. 

Why Conditioning Is Important 

Leather conditioner helps: 

●​ Restore moisture 

●​ Improve flexibility 

●​ Prevent cracking 

●​ Maintain a soft finish 

How Often Should You Condition Leather? 

For most jackets, conditioning every three to six months is sufficient. If you wear your jacket 

frequently or live in a dry climate, more regular conditioning may be beneficial. 

Always test any conditioner on a small hidden area first. 

Also Read: Winter Coats Washing and Cleaning Care Guide 

How to Store a Leather Jacket Properly: 

Correct storage plays a significant role in maintaining leather quality. 

Best Storage Practices: 

●​ A sturdy hanger helps the jacket retain its shape and prevents shoulder creases. 

●​ Leather needs airflow. Instead of plastic garment bags, use breathable cotton covers. 

●​ Excess humidity can encourage mould growth, while excessive dryness can cause cracking. 

When to Use a Professional Leather Cleaning Service: 

Some stains, mould issues or heavily soiled jackets require professional treatment. If your jacket is 

expensive, vintage, or made from delicate leather such as suede or nubuck, professional laundry 

cleaning may be the safest option. 

Specialist services have access to leather-safe cleaning products and restoration techniques that are 

not available to consumers. Online laundry and dry cleaning services providers in London such as 

Hello Laundry can help when expert garment care is required. 

Frequently Asked Questions About Leather Jacket Cleaning 
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Q1: Can You Wash a Leather Jacket in a Washing Machine? 

No. Machine washing can damage the leather, alter its shape and remove essential natural oils. 

Q2: Can You Iron a Leather Jacket? 

Direct ironing is not recommended. If wrinkles appear, hang the jacket in a steamy bathroom or 

consult a leather care specialist for ironing service. 

Q3: How Often Should a Leather Jacket Be Cleaned? 

Light cleaning can be performed every few months, while deep cleaning should only be done when 

necessary to avoid excessive wear. 

Also Read: How Hard Water Affects Laundry Results in London 

Conclusion: 

Knowing how to clean a leather jacket correctly can significantly extend its lifespan while preserving 

its appearance and comfort. Regular dust removal, gentle cleaning, prompt stain treatment, and 

occasional conditioning are the keys to maintaining leather in excellent condition. By following the 

right care techniques and avoiding harsh cleaning methods, your leather jacket can remain stylish, 

comfortable and durable for many years to come. 
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